Note to those who need to know.
Having just re qualified for my commercial tickets,  it appears to me that the yachting fraternity do not have the access to updated rules and given our obligations with sailing school vessels,  I thought I might just re-acquaint you with them.

In NSW we have the advent of Work Cover, which includes volunteers.  There is no case law yet in relation to crews on sailing boats  (non school)  but rest assured the RMS believes it applies and that as such,  skippers have an added responsibility to make sure they provide a safe work place.  

In that context, it is not legal to put a crewmember off the boat which does not have at least one line secured.  By using “slips”,  this is easy,  but the practise in the RYA book of jumping off the moving boat is not only dangerous but in NSW would lead to prosecution if there was an accident.   Rule 1    Put a line on and secure the vessel before you let anyone ashore.

Picking up moorings should now be done between the first stanchion and the pulpit to provide a safe working area on the foredeck.  The crew member is then not climbing over a bow reaching for something you cannot see (to assess risk) and they have the forestay as a safe grip.   Rule 2   Don’t bring up moorings you cannot see.

Safety briefings have always been compulsory but are now the insurance you carry in case of an accident.  The first thing the inquiry will ask will be whether the injured crew had a safety brief  (like a  “tool shed meeting in an industrial site”).   This briefing need only be the whereabouts of the life jackets etc.  But it must be had for all new crew members and guests.

Sydney Harbour Rules.

Seems that we do not follow the rules very often!  The Sydney Harbour rules are that commercial vessels, and that includes sailing school vessels, need to monitor channel 12 and 16 VHF.  Channel 13 is essential in case the Harbour Master wants to ask you a question about your movements.

Other rules.

Outward bound you must leave the “Bradleys Head Clear Water Mark” to port.  (unless racing,  there appears to be a semi exclusion there)

Up stream under the Harbour Bridge you are to stay to Starboard of the centre of the bridge from Fort Dennison to Blues Point.
In all channels, including the Rushcutters Bay exit, you must stay to starboard of the channel.

Exiting Rushcutters Bay to go under the Harbour Bridge,  Fort Dennison to Port.

The rotation of traffic in the harbour as we know is anti clockwise.  We should respect that when possible.  The exceptions are Neutral Bay and Lavender Bay which are both clockwise.

Circular Quay is a no go zone as we know, unless the Harbour Master instructs us to enter  (in the case of say an attending ambulance).  Then entry is down the sides against the walls, both eastern and western, with Harbour Master approval.  On the eastern wall there is no turning until you are back beside the Opera House.   On the Carpenters Cove side you can three point turn and go back out along the western wall.

All commercial vessels in Sydney Harbour are required to practise a Williamsons Turn every month and every three months,  charge their fire hoses.

As you can see,  there is a lot applicable to the average yachtie here.    As a sailing school we should be on top of this all.
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